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Announcements

Four Pls Awarded Pilot Project Funding

For its fourth year, the EdDem Network selected four pilot grants to support research
advancing our understanding of the education—dementia relationship. Awardees
include:

e Chioun Lee (UC-Riverside): “Caring too soon: The cognitive toll of early
caregiving and life path deviations”

o Stacey Schaefer (University of Wisconsin—Madison): “Identifying associations
between educational attainment, aging-related microstructural differences in the
brain, and cognitive decline as a function of sex and of race”

e Markus Schafer (Baylor University): “Education, social networks, and cognition
in cross-national context”

¢ Megan Reynolds (University of Utah): “The explanatory role of individual- and
state-level labor market factors across the life span in the education—ADRD link”

Upcoming Webinar: Data Curation,



Management, and Sharing

Overview: Please plan to join us for a virtual session on creating and sustaining
public data products, including FAIR-aligned planning, workflow automation,
team coordination, documentation, and NIH data-sharing compliance.

Who should attend: Network members preparing NIH proposals or seeking to
strengthen data management skills.

Date: Summer 2025 (exact date to be announced)

Co-sponsored with the Network on Life Course Health Dynamics and
Disparities in 21st Century America (NLCHDD)

Co-led by Heide Jackson, Director, MPRC Scientific and Technical Core and
Calley Fisk, Postdoctoral Trainee, University of Southern California

Recent Papers by Pilot Awardees & Network
Leadership

Amin, V., Behrman, J. R., Fletcher, J. M., Flores, C. A., Flores-Lagunes, A.,
Kohler, I., ... & Stites, S. D. (2025). Causal Effects of Schooling on Memory at
Older Ages in Six Low-and-Middle Income Countries: Nonparametric Evidence
with Harmonized Datasets. The Journals of Gerontology, Series B:
Psychological Sciences and Social Sciences, gbaf057. https://doi.org/10.1093/
geronb/gbaf057

Cao, Q., Carr, D., & Taylor, M. G. (2025). Education, Occupational Environment,
and Cognitive Function in Later Life. The Journals of Gerontology, Series B:
Psychological Sciences and Social Sciences, gbaf043. https://doi.org/10.1093/
geronb/gbaf043

Cha, H., Farina, M. P,, Chiu, C. T., & Hayward, M. D. (2024). The importance of
education for understanding variability of dementia onset in the United States.
Demographic Research, 50, 733—762. https://doi.org/10.4054/
demres.2024.50.26

Farina, M. P., Crimmins, E. M., & Hayward, M. D. (2024). The role of Southern
context in shaping life course exposures linked to dementia incidence for Black
and White older adults in the United States. BMC Geriatrics, 24(1), 927. https://
doi.org/10.1186/s12877-024-05508-x

Fisk, C. E., Ailshire, J. A., & Walsemann, K. M. (2025). Living in Historically
Redlined Neighborhoods and the Cognitive Function of Black and White Adults.
Journal of Aging and Health, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/08982643251315020
Herd, P., & Walsemann, K. M. (2024). Underestimating the Relationship:
Unpacking Both Socioeconomic Resources and Cognitive Function and Decline
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in Midlife to Later Life. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 0(0). https://
doi.org/10.1177/00221465241276818

e Moorman, S. M., & Khani, S. (2024). High School Curriculum and Cognitive
Function in the Eighth Decade of Life. Alzheimer Disease & Associated
Disorders, 38(3), 235-240. https://doi.org/10.1097/WAD.0000000000000629

e Moorman, S. M., & Kong, J. (2024). High school curricular rigor and cognitive
function among White older adults. Journal of Health and Social Behavior,
00221465241283745. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022146524 1283745

e Moorman, S. M., & Pai, M. (2024). Social support from family and friends,
educational attainment, and cognitive function. Journal of Applied Gerontology,
43(4), 396-401. https://doi.org/10.1177/07334648231203840

e Thomeer, M. B., Wolfe, J. D., Ferguson, D., Reczek, R., & Cao, R. (2024).
Childbearing Histories and Midlife Cognition: Accounting for Early Life Factors.
The Journals of Gerontology, Series B: Psychological Sciences and Social
Sciences, 79(12), gbae177. https://doi.org/10.1093/geronb/gbae177

e Walsemann, K. M., Jackson, H., Abbruzzi, E., & Ailshire, J. A. (2024). State-
Level Education Quality and Trajectories of Cognitive Function by Race and
Educational Attainment. The Milbank Quarterly, 102(3), 765-821. https://
doi.org/10.1111/1468-0009.12709

e Williams, V. J., Sicinski, K., Trane, R., Herd, P., & Asthana, S. (2024). Mid-life
occupational hazardous exposures is associated with late-life dementia risk in
the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study. Alzheimer's & Dementia, 20, €093254. https://
doi.org/10.1002/alz.093254

e Wilkie, R. Z., Choi, E. Y., Farina, M. P, Lee, J., & Ailshire, J. A. (2024). Cross
national patterns in educational inequalities in functional limitations among
middle aged and older adults at two time points. SSM-Population Health, 28,
101725. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssmph.2024.101725

Highlights from Past Webinars and Related Events

Meeting at the University of Michigan

e On December 12th, the EdDem Network brought together researchers from
over a dozen longitudinal studies—including HRS, Add Health, EASHARe, and
more—to share data resources and opportunities for investigating the
relationship between education and cognitive decline.

¢ Panel sessions featured new insights on contextual influences such as
neighborhood and school environments, the impact of racial segregation, and
innovations in cognitive measurement and metadata use. Attendees engaged in
cross-study dialogue and explored how EdDem can support future work in this
evolving field.

Networking Events: Coffee & Conversation
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EdDem hosted two networking events this past year for network affiliates:
o At the Gerontological Society of America (GSA) Annual Meeting (November
2024; Seattle, WA)
¢ At the Population Association of America (PAA) Annual Meeting (April 2025;
Washington, DC)

Symposium at GSA 2024: “Unpacking the
Relationship Between Education and

Cognitive Decline and Dementia”

o At the 2024 GSA Annual Meeting, the EdDem Network hosted a symposium
titled “Unpacking the Relationship Between Education and Cognitive Decline
and Dementia.” Presenters shared research examining how early-life
exposures, such as health and school experiences, and midlife factors, like
occupation and chronic conditions, shape later-life cognitive outcomes.

e The session also highlighted international perspectives, exploring how the
education—cognition relationship varies across middle- and high-income
countries. Attendees gained insights into life course mechanisms underlying
dementia risk.

Other Iltems of Interest

Click Here for All Upcoming EdDem Events and Webinars

The EdDem Network is a partnership between the University of Maryland,
the University of Michigan, and the University of Wisconsin - Madison.

EdDem Website
Jennifer Doiron
EdDem Project Coordinator
Maryland Population Research Center
2105 Morrill Hall, Bldg 040
College Park, MD 20742
Tel. 301-405-6403 Email.
ebddp_network@umd.edu
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